VIRTUAL EVENT
MAY 3-4, 2022
Speaker Sessions
for Educators

Kristina O’Grady, Walters Inc.
Yasser Elmasri, Walters Inc.
Topic: Advantage of Industry Partnerships in Education
Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 11:00AM to 11:30AM
BIO: Kristina O’Grady is a Human Resources Professional with experience in the
manufacturing and construction industries as well as not-for-profit. She is currently one of
the Human Resources Generalists at Walters Inc. with responsibility for recruitment and
selection, training and development, performance management, benefits and employee
relations. She is a Certified Human Resources Professional (CHRP) with the HRPA. Kristina
has a passion for training, further development and always strives to help employees grow
within their roles and the company.
BIO: Yasser is a registered Professional Engineer in Ontario & British Columbia and is a
certified Welding Engineer CSA W47.1. He has a wealth of experience in structural steel
including commercial, industrial and bridge projects. He currently manages the Quality
Assurance Department at Walters Inc. where he oversees the management of welding,
fabrication and inspection of six fabrication plants where he facilitates continuous
improvements, efficiencies and quality assurance. Yasser has substantial experience in
project management, fabrication, connections, inspection and welding design. He empowers
his team by providing strong support to realize their full potential, find optimum solutions to
daily tasks, and to use challenges as opportunities for improvement and prevention. In his
personal life, Yasser volunteers his time mentoring youth on life skills and core values.

Yasser Elmasri, QA Manager & Welding Engineer and Kristina O’Grady, HR Generalist, will
discuss how Walter’s partnership with Mohawk College is a leading case study in how
working co-ops can accelerate student learning to quickly prepare students to enter the
workforce.

Viwek Vaidya, Techno Vogue Inc.
Topic: Welding Fume Management

Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 11:45AM to 12:15PM
BIO: Viwek Vaidya, ing., M.Eng ( McMaster University), B. Tech ( IIT -Kharagpur), is a
metallurgist welding engineer and has worked over 40 years in the welding industry. He has
served on many CSA, AWS and ISO code committees. During his career he worked for
Dominion Bridge, Canron Combustion engineering and Air Liquide Canada, while providing
expertise in the welding and manufacturing of nuclear reactors, hydroelectric gates, boilers,
aluminum smelters, pulp and paper machinery and general manufacturing, and more
recently, high energy Laser welding and cutting processes. He is the inventor of
101.Lean.Welds methodology. This Lean methodology improves quality, productivity playing
an important role towards weld failure prevention. The lean process control methodology
was integrated into the Part 6 of the ISO 3834 Welding Quality Standard in the last edition.
Currently, Viwek provides consulting services to the Welding Community in Canada and
shares his knowledge by teaching. He teaches Joining Processes and Nondestructive
testing, MECH 6541 a 4-credit course to graduate and post graduate students at Concordia
University.
Overview of how to reduce welding fumes using shielding gases and extra low carbon strips
in the makeup of FCAW wires. The audience will learn the chemical composition of fumes
from various consumables. Fume data on effectiveness of using fume hoods and fume
extracting guns will be discussed.

Jim Galloway, Conestoga College
Topic: Practical Guidelines for Welding
PPE in Schools
Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 12:30PM to 1:00PM
BIO: Jim Galloway is a Professor and the Coordinator of Welding Programs at Conestoga
College in Cambridge, Ontario.He holds a B.A.Sc. in Industrial Engineering Technology, is a
Certified Engineering Technologist, and is a graduate of Conestoga’s weld tech programs.
He is also a Journeyman Welder (Red Seal) and an International Welding Technologist
(IWT). Over his 40-year career he has worked as a welding inspector and R&D technologist
in the power generation industry, a technical manager in the rail-car manufacturing industry,
and the manufacturing manager for an automated production machinery manufacturer. Jim
also volunteers with several CSA Technical committees including CSAW117.2 (welding
safety), CSC26 (arc welding equipment), and CSAW48 (electrodes & filler metals).
The challenge of establishing standardized PPE rules for welding and related activities, and
then ensuring that the rules are followed, is a critical aspect of all welder training programs.
This presentation will provide examples of standardized PPE rules that you can take away
and edit to fit your school’s requirements. These guidelines reference Canada’s national
welding safety standard, CSA-W117.2:19, and are broken into several categories (e.g., arc
welding, thermal cutting, and grinding activities). In order to ensure that students and staff
understand the rules, quizzes that may be kept for permanent records have been developed
to support the guidelines. In addition, a short assignment that encourages students to
seekout answers to specific question from the CSA W117.2 standard (now availble for free
on-line access to all Canadians) will be provided to teachers and instructors

Dayton Block, CWB Education
Mike Park, CWB Education
Topic: New High School Welding Resources Supporting our Future Welders
Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 1:15PM to 1:45PM
BIO: Dayton Block completed an undergraduate science degree at the University of
Lethbridge right after high school. In order to financially support his studies, he entered into
a welding apprenticeship.This led to receiving his Red Seal welder ticket, leading to 11
years of industry experience working as a welder, a shop foreman, and eventually as a
project manager in the custom metal fabrication industry.
BIO: Mike Park is an Online Development Manager with the CWB Education Learning
Resources department at the CWB Group. He has over 8 years’ experience in learning
development, adult training and delivery. He has a passion to help others and is eager to
collaborate with like-minded individuals and experts to develop the best education learning
resources for our future welders.
CWB Education is excited to release a brand new interactive LMS platform for secondary
welding instruction in Canada. This session will introduce you to the LMS platform and the
learning content within each of the course bundles. The bundles are tailored to meet the
learning outcomes for beginner, intermediate, and advanced secondary welding curriculum.
We will have the chance to explore some of the actual content, the interactive activities, as
well as summative, and formative assessments tools. We will also showcase various new
media components to highlight the learning experience students can expect to have. We will
discuss ways to incorporate this online learning content into your classroom setting and
provide information about how to receive access.

Patricio Mendez, University of Alberta
Topic: What Makes Welding Work?

Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 2:15PM to 2:45PM
BIO: Prof Mendez is the Weldco/Industry Chair in Welding and Joining and Director of
Canadian Centre for Welding and Joining at University of Alberta. His teaching and research
focus on physics and mathematics of welding and materials processing, including heat
transfer, magnetohydrodynamics, arc plasma, thermodynamics, and kinetics. Applications
include wear protection for mining, and oil extraction, alloy development, procedure
development, new welding processes such as laser cladding, casting, solidification, and
direct metal additive manufacturing using semi-solid processing.
We all enjoy looking into machines and discover how they work. It is amazing to see how
the laws of nature and human ingenuity can make things that would have seem magical to
our ancestors. When we look at how welding works, we get into an amazing world that
involves surprising complexity. So complex indeed, that much of it is still a mystery to
scientist and engineers. Welding involves temperatures hotter than the Sun and velocities
faster than jet airplanes. Welding is more complex than rocket science, yet we still perform it
routinely. This presentation will give a glimpse into the some of these mysteries and what
we know about them.

Josh Brewster, SAIT
Topic: Introduction and Scope of the New CGSB
Visual Testing Certification
Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 3:00PM to 3:30PM
BIO: Josh Brewster, CET, RSE is a licensed Pressure Welder, Welding Inspector, Welding
Examiner, In-Service Pressure Vessel Inspector, and Welding Engineering Technologist
with over twelve years of experience in the field of welding and non-destructive testing.
Previously, Josh was an instructor within the Welding Engineering Technology Program.
Currently, he is the Academic Chair of both the Welding Engineering Technology and NonDestructive Testing Departments at SAIT. Josh is the Chair of the Calgary Chapter of the
Canadian Welding Bureau-Association, Vice-Chair of the International Pressure Equipment
Integrity Association, as well as a member of the National Non-Destructive Testing
Certification Body Scheme Committee, the Alberta Welding Optimization Committee, and
the Canadian Council of the International Institute of Welding.
This presentation will provide an overview of the scope and anticipated implementation
timeline for the certification method. Natural Resources Canada, the National NonDestructive Testing Certification Body is preparing to launch a new certification method visual testing. This presentation will provide an overview of the history, scope, subject
matter, and anticipated implementation timeline for the certification method.

Richard Green, OGWEHOWEH Skills Centre
Jake Jamieson, Indigenous Institute
Topic: Advancing the Workforce Through Indigenous
PSE Education and Training in Trades
Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 3:45PM to 4:15PM
BIO: Richard Green brings with him more than 30 years’ experience in the metal working
trades, starting his career as a Boilermaker apprentice with STELCO Inc., then Welder
Fabricator. His trade experience has also included extensive machining and highly
specialized waterjet cutting in a variety of industrial applications. He has earned qualification
as a Level 2 Welding Inspector and completed the Welding Supervisor seminar.
BIO: Jake Jamieson is Mohawk Nation from Six Nations of The Grand River. Jake’s early
upbringing has led to a passion for live performance and Indigenous-focused creativity. In
2018, he graduated from X University with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in the Performance
Production program at the School of Performance and in early 2019 started working with the
Indigenous Institutes Consortium to support the Indigenous Institute members.
Advancing the Workforce Through Indigenous PSE Education and Training in Trades.
Indigenous Institutes in Ontario are the experts in providing high quality post-secondary
education and trades training that is grounded in traditional ways of knowing, being, and
language. Indigenous Institutes are mandated by First Nations to meet local community and
social-economic needs. This presentation will highlight the role Indigenous Institutes play in
educating Learners for a career in the trades. IIC member Indigenous Institutes include:
Ogwehoweh Skills and Trades Training Centre, Anishinabek Educational Institute, Iohahi:io
Akwesasne Education and Training Institute, Kenjgewin Teg, Oshki-Pimache-O-Win: The
Wenjack Education Institute, Shingwauk Kinoomaage Gamig, and Six Nations Polytechnic,
four of which are champions in trades training.

Aanii. Jade Peltier, Kenjgewin Teg
Dave Barnes, Kenjgewin Teg
Topic: Advancing the Workforce Through Indigenous
PSE Education and Training in Trades
Tuesday May 3, 2022
Speaking at 3:45PM to 4:15PM
BIO: Aanii. Jade Peltier is a licensed Red Seal 309A Construction and maintenance
electrician with 12 years of experience in the Utility industry. Jade joined the Kenjgewin Teg
team as the Trades apprenticeship and skills program coordinator in August of 2021. Jade
is a member of M’chigeeng First nation, the community in which Kenjgewin Teg is located
and found that passing on trade knowledge to apprentices was a gratifying and necessary
part of the job throughout his career.
BIO: Dave Barnes has worked as a construction boilermaker and welder for 23 years. Dave
has worked all over Canada and have done work internationally as a a welder. He joined
Kenjgewin Teg in the fall of 2019. In 2021, Dave worked with program coordinators to help
develop Kenjgewin Teg’s current CWB Certification program.
Advancing the Workforce Through Indigenous PSE Education and Training in Trades.
Indigenous Institutes in Ontario are the experts in providing high quality post-secondary
education and trades training that is grounded in traditional ways of knowing, being, and
language. Indigenous Institutes are mandated by First Nations to meet local community and
social-economic needs. This presentation will highlight the role Indigenous Institutes play in
educating Learners for a career in the trades. IIC member Indigenous Institutes include:
Ogwehoweh Skills and Trades Training Centre, Anishinabek Educational Institute, Iohahi:io
Akwesasne Education and Training Institute, Kenjgewin Teg, Oshki-Pimache-O-Win: The
Wenjack Education Institute, Shingwauk Kinoomaage Gamig, and Six Nations Polytechnic,
four of which are champions in trades training.

Susan Crowley, CWB Welding Foundation
Topic: Forging Forward –
CWB Welding Foundation Update
Wednesday May 4, 2022
Speaking at 11:00AM to 11:30AM
BIO: Joining the CWB Welding Foundation in September 2018, and as a member of the
CWB Group Senior Leadership team, Susan was tasked with evaluating the impact and
effectiveness of the Foundation’s programming and investments across Canada from its
founding in 2013 to present, and working with internal and external partners to transition
from ‘start up’ to a sustainable charitable not for profit organization, with programs
consistent with its mission and mandate.
Susan Crowley, Executive Director, will provide an update on new and national-bilingual
programming being launched this year, the Foundation team and a growing list of partners
working together to build awareness and ‘spark success’ for students and
technology/welding educators across Canada. Exciting developments for an enriched CWB
Educator Training program, secondary school curriculum, camp programming, outreach and
event support including our new welding simulators. Also announcing WeldSAFE grants –
for schools looking to upgrade class PPE.Hoping for a record-breaking turnout this year, as
we have questions for you.

Adam Clifford, CWB Education
Topic: Level 3 Apprenticeship - A Hybrid
Approach to Teaching
Wednesday May 4, 2022
Speaking at 11:45AM to 12:15PM
BIO: Adam Clifford started his welding career as a RAP student in high school and
competed at Skills Alberta. Industry experience includes work in the oil and gas sector,
custom fabrication, aluminum welding, and heavy structural steel work. His current and
previous qualifications includes: Red Seal “b” pressure welder, ABSA Examiner in Training,
and a Level One Welding Inspector. Adam has taught welding for over 10 years at both the
secondary and post-secondary levels. He is now a technical writer and SME for the CWB
Education team.
CWB Education has been hard at work creating an interactive LMS platform for hybrid
welding instruction. This session will introduce you to both the written and online course
components. We will explore some of the key formative and summative assessment tools,
examine various forms of related media, and discuss ways to incorporate online learning
into both a physical classroom setting or a virtual one.

Shaun Thorson, Skills Canada
Topic: Skills Competitions: The Pathway to Skilled
Trades Promotion
Wednesday May 4, 2022
Speaking at 12:30PM to 1:00PM
BIO: Shaun Thorson Chief Executive Officer Skills Canada. Shaun is a tireless champion of
skilled trade and technology careers for Canadian youth. The CEO since 2006, Shaun has
held various positions within the Skills Canada organization at the provincial and national
levels for the past 25 years. Shaun recognizes the vital role of a strong and vibrant skilled
trade and technology workforce in maintaining Canada’s global economic leadership and
fosters engagement with thought-leaders to ensure best practices and positioning. Known
for the annual Skills Canada National Competition, Skills Canada is also member of
WorldSkills. Within this international body Shaun has chaired the Sustainability Initiatives,
Quality Assurance Management Council, the WorldSkills Americas Technical Committee
and was Canada's WorldSkills Technical Delegate from 2006 - 2013 and in 2017. Shaun is
the Past President of the CWB Welding Foundation and Chairs the WorldSkills, CEONational Skills Organization Council.
Skills/Compétences Canada has been hosting and participating in Provincial/Territorial,
National and WorldSkills International Competitions for more than 25 years.These
competitions raise awareness amongst those people who may have not considered a skilled
trade as a career.The competition format also motivates and inspires those people who are
attending training institutions or already working in the sector to develop their skills to an
even higher level. In 2020 and in 2021 our national event was hosted in a virtual/online
format. The 2022 Skills Canada National Competition scheduled from May 25-28, 2022 in
Vancouver, BC. will be our first in-person national event in over two years. Join the session
to hear about Skills Canada’s upcoming event plans, what has SCC learned about
virtual/online programming and what impact competitions make on the awareness of skilled
trades careers.

France Daviault, CDN Apprenticeship Forum
Topic: Apprenticeship in Canada: The Impact of
Covid 19 on the Future of Apprenticeship
Wednesday May 4, 2022
Speaking at 1:15PM to 1:45PM
BIO: France is a seasoned executive having held various leadership roles in large national
organizations. She is currently the Executive Director of the Canadian Apprenticeship
Forum and is a promoter and believer of apprenticeship as a viable and equitable
educational pathway in Canada and an advocate for better inclusion of unrepresented
people in the skilled trades. France was recently an advisor on the Ministerial Advisory
Committee on a National Campaign to Promote the Skilled Trades as a First Choice Career
for Young People in Canada while leading a world-renowned organization that has made
historic contributions to the body of research in the field of apprenticeship and the skilled
trades. France holds a Master’s in International and Intercultural Communication from Royal
Roads University, is a Certified Association Executive (CAE), and an accredited Knowledge
Management Practitioner (CKM).
The Canadian Apprenticeship Forum is the Centre of Excellence for Apprenticeship
Research in Canada. Its recent research on the impact of COVID 19 on apprenticeship and
on future demand has been recognized as the key to understanding economic recovery of
the skilled trades as it relates to the labour demand. Hear key findings from the research
and get informed on the organization’s current and future priorities.

Kathryn Gibbons, ApprenticeSearch.com
Topic: ApprenticeSearch.com: Gateway
to the Trades
Wednesday May 4, 2022
Speaking at 2:15PM to 2:45PM
BIO: Kathryn Gibbons is a non-profit management professional with a background in
Gender-Based Analysis and EDI frameworks. She holds a Master's of Gender Studies from
Queen's University and has spent the last six years working in the non-profit sector. Kathryn
has undertaken various community-based research initiatives and is passionate about
community development. In her current role as HIEC's Program Manager, Kathryn strives to
facilitate programs that empower clients to make inspired and informed career decisions.
For over 20 years, ApprenticeSearch.com has successfully connected apprentices and
employers in Ontario using a people-centered approach that helps job seekers find
employment and employers grow their workforce. Over the past year, the
ApprenticeSearch.com team has been conducting research with equity-seeking groups
about the barriers they experience when pursuing an apprenticeship and the support they
need to be successful in their skilled trades careers. In this session, Kat Gibbons, a
Program Manager with ApprenticeSearch.com will present an overview of these findings,
share the resulting recommendations based on community consultations, and outline how
this work informs the delivery of ApprenticeSearch.com’s programs and services. This
session will highlight how mentorship can function as the gateway to finding success in the
skilled trades.

Lara Dawn, The ADHD Village
Topic: Brain Hacks to Optimize the ADHD Brain
for Learning
Wednesday May 4, 2022
Speaking at 3:00PM to 3:30PM
BIO: Lara Dawn is the founder of The ADHD Village - an online community that offers
brain-based, science-backed support for families raising children with ADHD. She is a
certified elementary school teacher with over 20 years of experience specializing in
environmental science and special education. She is happily married and has two
neurodiverse, preteen sons.
Lara supports parents in learning how to eliminate stress while navigating their children’s
ADHD so that they are calm, confident, and deeply connected to their children. She also
helps parents raise children to embrace their ADHD and feel empowered so that they can
be in control of their emotions and behaviours.
Do you have students that have so much potential if only they would put in more effort? Is it
a struggle to keep them motivated and engaged? It could be ADHD! During this session,
you will learn what is actually going on inside the ADHD brain and the impact that ADHD
has on learning. You will learn a variety of brain hacks that will improve executive
functioning skills, communication, and motivation. Teachers play a vital role in supporting
youth with neurodiversities.

Dean Brennan, IPG Photonics
Joseph Roy, IPG Photonics
Topic: Introduction to Handheld Laser Welding
Wednesday May 4, 2022
Speaking at 3:45PM to 4:15PM
BIO: Dean Brennan has been involved with laser technology in both cutting and welding
applications since 1991. He manages the IPG LightWELD North American Sales.
BIO: Joseph Roy has extensive experience in laser welding with CNC controlled beam
delivery.That expertise is now applied to the versatility of hand held application. Joe’s
demonstrations on YouTube have well over 2 million views.
Safety: Welding with Photons of light has a different set of safety requirements than welding
with electrons. We will review the safety aspects and best practices of laser welding.
Applications: Laser fusion welding is faster than conventional GMAW or GTAW process.
Laser welding technology produces welds similar to GTAW at significantly improved
economics. The welds are of very high quality and the process does not generate visible
spatter and minimal fumes. The process may be used on most all metals, including
dissimilar met
Welding With Wire Feed is similar to GMAW and can yield perfect uniform welds as the wire
feed paces the laser gun over the material. TIG rod can also be used for larger gaps.
Ease of use: This process is easy to set up and requires minimal operator training

Schedule: May 3-4, 2022

Presentations could change due to unforeseen technical or circumstances beyond our control.

Thank You to our Sponsors

